
Elderly & Disabled Transportation 
Talking Points 

AARP � Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups � 
Survival of Wisconsin Disability Groups � 1000 Friends of Wisconsin 

As a result of several advocates working in a task force for much of the past 12 months we 
have worked on a proposal that has been submitted to both Governor Doyle and the 
Department of Transportation. For the 2005-2007 Budget we are asking for an increase to 
Elderly and Disabled Transportation County Aids (85.21) of $2 million in FY2006 and $4million 
in FY 2007. Following are some reasons we feel this increase is justified. 

Your assistance is needed to contact the Governor's Office by November 19 to let your 
voice be heard. Please feel free to use these talking points in your communication with 
Governor Doyle: (the Governor's Address is: P.O. Box 7863, Madison, 53707) 

� 
(13%); by 2030 those over 65 will comprise 1.3 
million people (21%) 

� 
18 and 64 may have a long-term mobility 

� 

independent, productive and integrated the 
elderly and people with disabilities can be. 

� 
access to medical care, nutritional support, 

� Wisconsin is serving only 10% of the persons 

� In it's inception the 85.21 program was 
created to provide a variety of travel needs, how­
ever now many counties are only able to provide 

� Rural counties are facing the biggest challenge 

� Counties are forced to cap services and 
require unreasonable lead times for 
scheduling service to consumers. 

� With increased demand for specific medical 
services such as dialysis, chemo therapy and 
radiation therapy these services are receiving 

� Increased dollars will allow programs to try a 
voucher system increasing coordination 

� Increased driver time would accommodate the 
needs and provide access for the underserved 
community 

� 
ery of services, with increased funding a greater 
number of volunteers may be recruited 

� This increase will equip counties to research 

� 

employment 

In addition, indicate how additional funding would help your program to meet more of the 
need. Give specific examples of older persons or persons with disabilities who would benefit 
from increased funding. 

Tell the governor how cost effective and/or popular this would be in your county. 
10/04 

700,000 Wisconsin's residents are over 65 

100,000 or more adults between the ages of 

limitation 

Availability of accessible, affordable trans­
portation plays a major role in determining how 

Transportation services are crucial to provide 

shopping, employment and community events 

eligible for elderly and disabled transportation 

medical and nutrition transportation 

caps 

Volunteer drivers play a key role in the deliv­

the possibility of a shared-ride taxi systems 

Transportation services may be offered to 
folks, particularly disabled clients to access 
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